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1.4in.0N a small headland of the distant island of Lewis, an old man stood looking out on a desolate waste of rain-beaten sea. It was a wild and wet
day. From out of the lowering Southwest fierce gusts of wind were driving up volumes and flying rags of clouds, and sweeping onward at the same
time the gathering waves that fell hissing and thundering on the shore. Far as the eye could reach, the sea and the air and the sky seemed to be one
indistinguishable mass of whirling and hurrying vapor, as if beyond this point there were no more land, but only wind and water, and the confused
and awful voice of their strife. The short, thick-set, powerfully-built man who stood on this solitary point paid little attention to the rain that ran off
the peak of his sailors cap, or to the gusts of wind that blew about his bushy gray beard. He was still following, with an eye accustomed to pick out
objects far at sea, one speck of purple that was now fading into the gray mist of the rain; and the longer he looked the less it became, until the
mingled sea and sky showed only the smoke that the great steamer left in its wake. As he stood there, motionless and regardless of everything
around him, did he cling to the fancy that he could still trace out the path of the vanished ship A little while before it had passed almost close to him.
He had watched it steam out of Stornoway Harbor. As the sound of the engines came nearer and the big boat went by, so that he could have...
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