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This book looks at the violent shiGs of political authority through history and what might be done to change this pattern in the future. It examines
the historical cycles observed by Gianbattista Vico, in which political authority shiGs from non-existent (barbarism) to religious authority to military
authority to people (democracy) and back to barbarism. According to European history, each shiG produced mass violence of historical scale. The
shiG from religious to military authorities produced the Thirty Years War, and the shiG from the military authority to democracy produced World
Wars I and II. From this viewpoint, the contemporary world faces triple challenges. In addition to the democratization of China, the Islamic world is
now going through the transition from religious to military authorities. And Western civilization is in the process of democratic decay. The fact that
these three processes are proceeding simultaneously presents an enormous challenge. Each by itself can be very diHicult to deal with. But if they
were linked, it could devastate the entire world, which must be prevented at any cost. It proposes the first step toward the prevention of such
devastation. It takes an approach encompassing philosophy, religion, science, art and history in order to address these challenges. It counters the
prevailing trend toward specialization in academia and argues instead for the training of metaphysical engineers who would have the expertise
needed to work toward a peaceful future. As the first step to set up the field of metaphysical engineering, this book begins with the field survey of
physical engineering, copying its structure as much as possible. Then, it observes two major diHerences: metaphysical engineering s much larger
size and no separation between object and subject. It...
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