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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 24 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: . . . placed in the anterior portion of the foot, and opens ventrally. In most cases this region
of the foot is drawn out radially into paired processes, which may be provided with suckers. The median part behind the head is developed into a
pair of flaps (the epipodia), which may be used as swimming organs, or modified to form a posteriorly placed funnel. The remainder of the foot is
undeveloped. A shell, if present, is light and fragile. Such an ancestral form as this is most nearly represented at the present day by the Pteropoda, a
group which diverged far back, and probably have undergone comparatively little modification. Some of them are probably degenerate. The
epipodia have remained in their primitive condition as large muscular flaps, and are used as swimming paddles. The other parts of the foot may
remain in a rudimentary condition. The ctenidia have been lost, and in one section of the group (the Thecosomata), where a mantle and shell are
present, the walls of the large subpallial cavity act as organs of respiration. In the Gymnosomata the mantle skirt is absent, and there is no shell. The
ancestral Cephalopoda, aDer the Pteropoda had diverged, must have had their epipodia modified, so as to become more or less completely united
in the middle line posteriorly, to form a tube (the siphon or funnel), open at both ends, which would serve to conduct the water outwards from the
subpallial chamber. The front of the foot,...
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