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pair of flaps (the epipodia), which may be used as swimming organs, or modified to form a posteriorly placed funnel. The remainder of the foot is
undeveloped. A shell, if present, is light and fragile. Such an ancestral form as this is most nearly represented at the present day by the Pteropoda, a
group which diverged far back, and probably have undergone comparatively little modification. Some of them are probably degenerate. The
epipodia have remained in their primitive condition as large muscular flaps, and are used as swimming paddles. The other parts of the foot may
remain in a rudimentary condition. The ctenidia have been lost, and in one section of the group (the Thecosomata), where a mantle and shell are
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