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***xx Excerpt from Grevillea, Vol. 21: A Quarterly Record of Cryptogamic Botany and Its Literature; 1892-93 Among sand. Nile Valley. (Scott-Elliott.)
Pileus 3-4 c.m. across when expanded, stem 10-15 c.m. long, 6-8 m.m. thick near the apex; the greater portion of the stem is buried in the sand,
hence, in collecting the fungus, unless great care is taken, the volva is left behind. Allied to Montaguites Haussknechti, Rab., but distinguished by the
obtuse pileus, presence of an ample volva, and larger spores. All the species belonging to the present genus grow in sandy, arid regions, and like
Battarrea and other genera characteristic of similar localities, are at first enclosed in a stout volva, buried at a considerable depth in the sand, the
hymenophore being elevated above the surface at maturity by the comparatively sudden increase in length of the stem. The Phalloideae exhibit a
similar mode of development. The most pronounced morphological peculiarity presented by the members of the present genus is the entire absence
of the flesh and cuticle of the pileus, the radiating gills being perfectly free from each other above. The volva is continuous with the apex of the stem,
and, on the expansion of the gills, becomes split in an irregularly circumscissile manner near the apex, a small portion remaining attached to the
apex of the stem, the greater portion remaining buried in the sand and sheathing the base of the stem. Montagnites is evidently allied to Coprinus
where the flesh of the pileus is in many species exceedingly thin, although never entirely absent; the last-named genus differs in the deliquescent
gills. Gyropliraginium, belonging to the Gastromycetes, is also allied to Montagnites, differing in...
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