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and Sicily and the Rulers of the South From her Springs the lovely fable-allegory of the seed hidden in the earth, dead half the year and half the year
alive again. For Of Demeter, by Zeus, was born Kore, the maiden, the girl Persephone, who played in Sicilian fields with maiden Athene and maiden -
artemis, and each Chose a playground of her own. athene took Himera, on the north, for hers, and on the east Artemis Chose Ortygia in the sea; but
Kore loved best the fruitful land of Enna in the island s heart, where violets grew so close and sweet that the Huntress s own hounds could follow no
scent there, and the Chase ended among the ?owers. There Kore wandered, gathering the violets to make a dark blue mantle for her father Zeus,
the Sky-king; but though the meadows were SO fair, the gate of Hades was Close at hand, among the trees at the foot Of Enna s hill, and thence
dark Pluton, master of hell, watched her with glowing eyes, and sprang forward at last and took her in his arms to bear her away. But when he was
hard by Syracuse, the nymph Kyane, Kore s playmate, leapt lightly from the woods and stood in the way as he rushed along, and she prayed with
all her heart for her friend s freedom, but could not move the raging god to mercy; so she sank to earth and was lost in her own tears, which made
a deep translucent well, the most beautiful of all springs in the world to this day. After that Demeter went out to seek for her lost daughter,...
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