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Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Philosophical and Political History of the
Settlements and Trade of the Europeans in the East and West Indies, Vol. 4: Translated From the
French of the Abbe Raynal The conquest of those immense regions, which are watered by one of the
largest and richest rivers of the universe, was resolved upon; and the island of Trinidad, situated at
the mouth of the Oronooko, was people, in order to insure and facilitate the execution of so great
an enterprise. An island has always the advantage of a continent, when, having but a small extent of
country to defend, it has a very large one to attack; as was the case in the present instance. The
river Oronooko, which, as is commonly believed, springs from the Cordeleras, after being increased
in a course of five hundred and seventy-five leagues by the influx of a great number of rivers of
different magnitude, empties itself into the ocean by more than fifty channels. Its impetuosity is so
great, that it stems the most powerful tides, and preserves the freshness of its waters to...
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