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***x* Excerpt from The Practical Value of Scientific Study of Juvenile Delinquents: Monograph Prepared for the Children s Bureau Sir: Herewith |
transmit a discussion of the Practical Value of Scientific Study of Juvenile Delinquents, which has been prepared by Dr. William Healy, director of the
Judge Baker Foundation, Boston, He was requested by the Bureau to do this for several reasons: 1. The study of the physical and mental qualities of
a delinquent child and of his history and surroundings is an approach to the individual and his needs, rather than to an offense and its legal penalty.
Therefore it is in so far an essential application of the philosophy on which the juvenile court rests. 2. Thus far little specialized training for this
scientific service exists. It is important that it be developed and that competent and devoted men and women shall find in it satisfying opportunity. 3.
As Dr. Healy s paper so clearly shows, however, the scientific study of juvenile delinquents compels the inclusion of the social field and the careful
correlation of all the facts and circumstances surrounding the child. Thus far it has been recognized that the social aspect is significant; that it is
also scientific and that no one aspect considered alone is conclusive are still not so fully accepted. 4. This greater conception points emphatically to
the errors which must follow examinations consisting merely of a series of physical and mental tests of the individual, however well devised, if
unrelated to the social elements which may have conditioned the physical and mental state. 5. Because of the service which can be rendered by a
statement of the values and methods...
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